John 9:1-41
The healing of the man born blind is the sixth of the signs we’re looking at in John’s Gospel. We’re not told whereabouts it took place, but I imagine it wouldn’t have been too far from the Pool of Siloam.
We hear about the pool in 2 Kings 20:20. It was built by King Hezekiah who built a conduit from the Gihon Spring to feed into the pool, so that there would be a supply of fresh water in the city. The pool was cut out of the rocks in the southeast walls of the old city of Jerusalem. What we think of as being the pool of Siloam is the upper pool. In 2004 archaeologists discovered a lower pool. 
Read verses 1-7
· Why did the disciples ask Jesus, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents" (verse 2)?
· How does Jesus' answer to the disciples challenge common assumptions about the causes of suffering?
· What is disappointing about their reaction to the man's blindness?
When you see someone begging, do you think about why they are doing this or what you can do to help them?
· What do you think Jesus meant when he said  “ As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.”
· When does the day end and the night come for Christians?
· Why did Jesus say, "I am the light of the world" (John 9:5)?
· Why do you think Jesus used the clay and spittle to heal the man instead of simply saying “you are healed”?
Read verses 8-34
These verses give us the reactions of various groups of people to the healing of the blind man. 
· What does the crowd’s reactions show us about people’s willingness or not to believe in miracles?
· Why were the man’s parents afraid to take a stand? What can we learn from their response to the Pharisees' questioning?
· How do the Pharisees' responses to the miracle reflect their spiritual blindness?
· How does the blind man's interaction with the Pharisees develop his understanding of Jesus' identity?
Read verses 35-41
The once blind man meets Jesus for the second time. Remember this is the first time he has seen Jesus. When he met Jesus the first time, he was still blind. 
· How does the healed man's confession of faith inspire your personal faith journey?
· How can the blind man's transformation from a passive recipient of a miracle to an active defender of faith inspire you in your spiritual journey?
· What does Jesus' discourse on spiritual blindness tell us about spiritual understanding and ignorance?

How does this chapter encourage you in your faith? What does it lead you to do, or to pray for?



