John 5.1-15
Jesus in Action – healing at the pool
Townfield 19.1.25

The events in today’s reading all took place at a pool, called Bethesda (surrounded by covered colonnades), in Jerusalem. It’s a site which has been identified by archaeologists, and you can visit it today (if you happen to be in Jerusalem!). Does the fact that you could go to the (ruins of the) place where this happened inspire or encourage you at all?

Read John 5.1-15

What do you make of the whole thing about people waiting for the waters to ‘stir’ (verses 3 & 4 (you might need to look in the footnotes to find verse 4, because it doesn’t appear in the earliest and most reliable manuscripts (it seems to be a bit of an explanatory note added later on)!)?
· What do you think Jesus would have made of the whole ‘waiting for the waters to stir’ thing?

We’re told “a great number of disabled people used to lie” waiting by the pool, for the water to ‘stir’.
· Why do you think Jesus spoke to this particular man?
· We don’t hear of other people being healed by Jesus at the pool that day. What do you make of that (and what do you think that tells us as followers of Jesus now?)?

Jesus asks the man a question in verse 6. Why? And why that question?
· What do you make of the man’s reply in verse 7 (did you notice he doesn’t actually answer the question?)?
· What do you think Jesus’ reply to the man’s (indirect) answer tells us?

Remembering that some of the Jewish leaders had already recognised that Jesus’ miracles showed that God was “with him” (see John 3.2), what do you think is going on in the religious leaders’ criticism of the newly healed man carrying his mat (verses 9b-10)?

Is it surprising that, by the time the man is being questioned by the religious leaders, he doesn’t even know who it was that healed him (verse 12-13)?

Jesus comes back to find the man (verse 14). What does that tell you about Jesus?
· What Jesus said to the man sounds a bit harsh (verse 14b). What do you think Jesus means by it?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A suggestion: Could this be Jesus showing the man that the healing in itself, even though it was amazing, was not the most important thing about his meeting with Jesus?  But instead, the healing is meant to point the man to knowing and following Jesus (who John has already told us is God come to meet us (John 1.1-14)). So instead if just stopping at being physically healed, the man should come to Jesus to have his whole life be transformed?] 


Although this event isn’t directly called ‘a sign’ by John (unlike some of Jesus’ other miracles), it is usually seen as one of the ‘signs’ in John.
· If a ‘sign’ is something which points beyond itself – something we’re meant to follow to somewhere (or something) else, what do you think this miracle is a ‘sign’ of?
· Where does this ‘sign’ point us? How should we ‘follow’ this ‘sign’ to where it’s pointing?

Does this reading lead you to think, do, or pray anything?
