Matthew 7.7-12. The Sermon on the Mount: Ask, Seek, Knock. Townfield 10.11.24

You might have noticed that some of the people who have written the most popular books on prayer, have also written books about when God doesn’t seem to answer (for example: Pete Greig, who wrote How to Pray, also wrote God on Mute, and Philip Yancey who wrote Prayer also wrote Disappointment with God). Why do you think that is?

How do you tie together the reality that most (all?) Christians sometimes experience questions about what seem to be unanswered prayers, and what Jesus said in Matthew 7.7-12?
· Talking about unanswered prayer is always a risky thing to do in a group, because there’s a danger of coming up with simplistic answers, or sweeping generalisations which don’t quite match up with the specific experiences some group members have had. It may be worth reminding the group of that before you start!

Are there any other things that Jesus said or did, or other places you would point to in the New or Old Testament, if someone said that the Bible promises that God will give us anything & everything we ask for in prayer?

What do you think Jesus meant us to understand from what he says in Matthew 7.7-12 (remembering this is just one bit from the middle of a longer teaching session, covered in Matthew 5-7)?
· Does it help to be reminded what Jesus taught, just a few minutes earlier in his sermon, about prayer, in the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6.9-13)?
· Does it help to read James 4.3 alongside today’s reading?

We would probably all agree that there will be times in our lives when we question why we have prayed for something, which then didn’t turn out how we hoped, or expected. Let’s not make the mistake of assuming that this will always be because we haven’t asked with the right motives, or haven’t asked enough, but…  Theologian Tom Wright suggests that we don’t ask God enough for things, because we don’t  want to ‘bother’ God: “I suspect many people have [an] instinctive reluctance to ask for things; if pressed, they might say it was selfish, or that God had better things to do with his time than to provide whatever we... happen to want… [but] maybe it isn't ‘selfish’ to ask for things. Maybe it's just the natural thing that children are supposed to do with parents. Maybe our refusal to do so actually makes God sad or puzzled: why aren't his children telling him how it is for them, what they'd like him to do for them?... For most of us the problem is not that we are too eager to ask for the wrong things. The problem is that we are not nearly eager enough to ask for the right things… if [God] is a father, let's treat him as a father, not a bureaucrat or dictator who wouldn't want to be bothered with are trivial and irrelevant concerns. It's up to him to decide if he's too busy for us.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Tom Wright Matthew for Everyone: Part 1, Chapters 1-5 (SPCK. 2002) page 72-3] 

· Do you agree (it’s OK to disagree!)?

The main message of Matthew 7.7-12 seems to be that:
1. Jesus encourages us to be honest with God – to ask for what we need, to look for answers, and to ask to be let in on what God is doing. And…
2. Jesus promises that God is like a perfect parent who will never play a practical joke on us (Matther 7.9), and will never give us something dangerous disguised as something good (Matthew 7.10), because like a perfect parent, Jesus promises that God will only give his children good things.
· Is any of that an encouragement?
· Does any of that make you want to ask questions of God?
· Does it help you think of what you need to ask, seek, knock on God’s door about?
