Luke 10.25-37
On a Mission: to respond to human need by loving service. Townfield 8.10.23

If you had to come up with a top 10 list of the most challenging (to us) things that Jesus taught, what would be on your list?
· Did you put today’s reading – the parable of the Good Samaritan – on your list?

Read Luke 10.25-37

When an expert in the (Old Testament) Law asked Jesus what he needed to do to ‘inherit eternal life’, Jesus asked the expert what the main message of the Old Testament was. The expert answered by quoting Deuteronomy 6.5 (“Love the Lord your God with all your heart….”) and Leviticus 19.18 (“Love your neighbour…”). Jesus told the expert that his answer was spot on.
· Jesus himself also summed the “law and the prophets” (in other words, ‘the whole of the Old Testament’) in exactly the same way – see Matthew 22.34-40.
· In that passage Jesus said that all the Law and Prophets “hang on these two commandments”. So, a bit like a door hangs on hinges (and if you take the hinges away, the door falls off), the Old Testament ‘hangs on’ loving God, and loving your neighbour – what do you think Jesus meant by that?
· Someone said that the ‘entire law’ is a set of ‘footnotes’ to these two commands[footnoteRef:1]. Do you agree? [1:  Tom Wright. Matthew for Everyone, Part 2. (SPCK 2002). Page 92] 


The expert in the Law got the answer to Jesus’ question right. Why do you think the expert came back with another question to Jesus (Luke 10.29)?

Looking at the famous parable of the Good Samaritan:
· The first 2 people who passed the injured Samaritan (Luke 10.31-32) were the ones you’d expect to the be good guys (Priests were the top-notch religious leaders of their day, Levites served at the Jewish Temple, doing some of the less glamorous jobs – gatekeepers, musicians, caretakers etc).
· What do you think the first people listening to Jesus’ story would have expected the priest and Levite to do?
· What sorts of reasons do you think the priest and Levite might have given to explain why they didn’t help?
· Samaritans weren’t the personal enemies of Jewish people at the time of Jesus, but there was a long-running distrust of Samaritans (they were seen as people who had mixed Jewish and non-Jewish religious ideas together, and had sold-out to a diluted version of the true faith).
· What do you think the first people listening to Jesus’ story might have expected the Samaritan to do?
· A question for the hugely keen: What do you make of the fact that Jesus’ story isn’t about an enemy being helped by a good Jewish person, but it’s the enemy that does the helping, while the ‘good religious people’ ignore one of their own people in need?
· What kinds of costs and risks do you think someone would have been taking on if they responded like the Samaritan did in the story (Luke 10.33-35)?
· How do you think Jesus’ first listeners might have responded to the ‘punchline’ of the parable (Luke 10.36-37)?

This parable is probably uncomfortable listening. It seems to tell us that the enemy (the Samaritan) is closer to doing what God wants (loving their neighbour) than the good religious people.
· What are the modern-day equivalents of the ‘man… who was attacked by robbers’ (Luke 10.30)?
· Try to go beyond the first answers that you think of – where do we come across human need?
· Are we ever tempted to come up with reasons for why we can’t help? Do we ever use those reasons as excuses to “pass by on the other side”?
· We recognise that it’s not always straightforward to know how best to help, when we’re faced with human need (the most obvious thing to do isn’t always the most helpful thing – and can even be unhelpful), but are there actions that Jesus might be calling us to take, so that we love our neighbours in practically ways, like the Samaritan did in his story?

What can you be praying, and praying for each other, after looking at this parable?
