Hebrews 10.19-25
‘On a Mission: teach, baptise and nurture new believers’ – Townfield 17.9.23

If you think back over your life as a Christian, can you pick out particular times when your faith grew?
· Can you tell each other about any of the things that helped your faith to grow at those times?
· How was the church (in the broadest sense of ‘church’ – other Christians) part of it all?

We’ll come back to that later. But first, a bit of a look at Hebrews.

Read Hebrews 10.19-25

The book of Hebrews helps us think about how the life and work of Jesus ties in with God’s work before the time of Jesus (in the Old Testament). The people who first read this letter (which we know as the Book of Hebrews) would have been very familiar with the sacrificial system which is described in the Old Testament…

… so have a look at Leviticus 16.1-34, which describes the annual Day of Atonement (don’t get too bogged down in the detail – just get a feel for all of the things that took place in this festival once a year).
· Now go back to Hebrews 10.19-22
· What differences can you see that Jesus has made to the way we meet with God, when you compare Leviticus 16 and Hebrews 10.19-22?
· How easy do you find it to “draw near to God… cleanse[d] from a guilty conscience”? Is there anything we can do to help ourselves hold on to the truth that we are ‘cleansed’ by Jesus?

Hebrews 10 explains a complete revolution in the way that people can approach God: God’s presence is no longer something which just one man can enter, once a year (on behalf of the people) after a complicated series of sacrifices, for both his own sin, and the sin of the people. Now, because of the once-for-always sacrifice of Jesus, we are all invited into God’s presence, every day of the year.

Hebrews then moves from this amazing statement about what Jesus has done, to highlight the importance of our relationships with each other, as the church (see Hebrews 10.23-25).
· Why do you think Hebrews emphasises the importance of Christians ‘spurring one another on’ and encouraging one another?
· Why do you think it encourages people to “not give up meeting one another” (and do you have any ideas about why they might have been tempted to not keep on meeting together)?
· What do these verses say to us now, as individual Christians, and as a church?

You may have spotted there’s no mention in this section of Hebrews about teaching or nurturing new believers (which is in the title for the service).
· We said on Sunday that this reading was chosen because it’s about building a whole-church culture of nurturing and encouraging each other, which is an essential starting point for building the kind of church which new believers can be taught and nurtured in.
· What else do you think will be important to help us be a church which ‘teaches and nurtures new believers’?
