Deuteronomy 6.1-12 - ‘On a Mission: to teach, baptise and nurture new believers’
Townfield 10.9.23

Once upon a time, someone, somewhere, began to introduce each of us to Jesus. We might not remember exactly who the first person who introduced us to Jesus was, but can you remember someone who was part of the process of introducing you to Jesus?
· Who were they?
· How did they introduce you to Jesus?

Today’s reading has something in it about passing on the faith…

Read Deuteronomy 6.1-12

The book of Deuteronomy is the last (recorded) words of Moses. They’re from the last week of his life, just before God’s people go into the land God promised them as a new home. At that key moment in their history, Moses wants to remind the people of the most important things he has discovered.

Looking at verse 1, what are ‘the commands, decrees and laws of the Lord’ Moses is talking about (it might help to flick back a page or two)?

Why does Moses say it’s important to keep these commands (verse 3)?
· Often our world doesn’t seem very keen on commands/laws/rules. Why do you think they were so important to Moses, and why would they mean that “it may go well with you and… you may increase in number”?

Verse 4 is, for Jewish people, one of the most famous verses in the Old Testament. It forms the start of a prayer many Jewish people pray every day (the Shema), which begins ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One’. Why do you think that’s such an important place for a prayer for Jewish people to start?

Jesus quoted verse 5 as ‘the first and greatest commandment’ (Matthew 22.37-40), which, along with ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ sums up all the Law and Prophets. Did Jesus, by summarising the Old Testament Law in just a few words, have a different view of the Commandments, compared to Moses?

Verse 7 underlines how important it was for God’s people to pass the ‘commands, decrees and laws’ of God to their children. Why do you think that was so important?
· Moses emphasised passing God’s commands – is that where we would start in passing our faith on now?
· If not, where would we start? And why have things changed since the time of Moses?

How and where does Moses tell people to pass on the faith (verse 7)?
· Does this tell us anything about our opportunities to pass on faith in Jesus now?

In verses 10-12 Moses told the people not to forget God when they get to their new homes in the Promised Land. How big a risk was that for them, do you think? Is it a risk for us? Might Moses’ instructions in verse 7 cut down that risk?
· And what about the instructions in verses 8 & 9 – how literal do you think Moses was being here? What might we learn from these verses now?

Passing on the faith seems (in this passage) to be something that everyone should be involved in, as part of the very normal activities of life (verse 7). What opportunities do we have to pass on our faith to someone (or some people) in the normal activities of life?
· What can you pray for each other as you look for opportunities to pass on your faith?
