Mark 1:14-34
Jesus begins his ministry by announcing good news.
What is that good news (verses 14 and 15)?
What do you think Jesus meant by ‘the kingdom of God’?
Why do you think this is the very first thing we hear Jesus say in Mark’s gospel?
It’s not long before Jesus calls people to follow him (v 14-20).
It was common for teachers to have disciples. But disciples normally went looking for a teacher, and then asked if they could be a disciple. Jesus does things the other way around, looking for disciples and inviting them to join him. 
Does that tell us anything about Jesus, or the kingdom of God he’s bringing?
Following Jesus meant that Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John had to leave their livelihoods and trust Jesus and his message. 
Why is it often difficult for us to do likewise today?
Jesus said that he would send them to “fish for people”. 
What do you think Jesus meant? How does this help us to think about how Jesus might ask us to be part of bringing God’s kingdom to earth?

Jesus said that the “kingdom of God has come near”. 
What do you think he meant by ‘come near’?
How do the events in verses 21-34 show that the “kingdom of God has come near”?



 


